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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Miners Rescued 
from Chilean Mine’ by Jeffrey Brown.


The extract on the opposite page is an account of a rescue that appeared in a Victorian magazine, 
‘The Penny Review’.


Read the newspaper article ‘Miners Rescued from Chilean Mine’ in the separate Resource 
Material.


(a)	 What was the nickname of the rescue capsule?	 [1]  


(b) 	 How did the miners let the rescuers know they were still alive?	  [1]


(c)	 Where were the men taken once they had been brought to the surface?	  [1]


How does Jeffrey Brown try to show how hard it was for the trapped miners during their 
‘long ordeal underground’?


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    his use of language, tone and structure  
•    other ways he tries to show how hard it was for the trapped miners	 [10]


To answer the following questions you will need to read the account in ‘The Penny Review’ 
which is on the opposite page.


(a) 	 What caused the coal mine to collapse?	  [1]


(b)	 What detail does the writer give that shows the rescue attempt never slowed or 
stopped? 	 [1]


(c)	 What gave the rescuers hope that the miners were still alive?	 [1]


“In the first three paragraphs of the account, the writer gives the impression that the 
accident was so serious that the trapped miners would not be found alive.” 


How far do you agree with this statement? 


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    how he says it	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words what happened 
when news of the mining accidents became known.	 [4]


Both of these texts give an account of a mining rescue.


Compare:
     •    what the writers tell us about what happened on the day when the miners were
          rescued 
     •    how the writers try to show the drama of the day of the rescues	  [10]
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Miners Rescued from Chilean Mine
On August 5th 2010 in the San Jose Mine in Chile, South America, 33 miners were trapped 
by a rock collapse deep underground. Nearly 70 days later rescuers began to bring the 
trapped miners one-by-one to the surface, ending their long ordeal underground. No one 
in history had been trapped underground for so long and survived. Jeffrey Brown reports.


In a flawless rescue operation, 33 miners who were trapped for more than two months deep 
beneath the Chilean earth were raised one by one through 600 metres of solid rock. They 
were brought to the surface in a rescue capsule nicknamed ‘Fenix 2’ through a 28-inch wide 
escape shaft that had taken two months to drill.  


Scenes of jubilation erupted every time a miner arrived at the surface of the San Jose Mine. 
As they emerged into the fresh air some cried, others prayed and wrapped their arms around 
their wives and children.  


When news of the mine collapse first became known, the mining company’s emergency 
squad had tried to enter the mine but after nine hours, returned shaken and empty-handed. 


The Chilean government then assembled its own rescue team to 
bring the men out. Meanwhile, many of the families set up a tent 
city near the mine entrance and called it ‘Camp Hope’ as they 
waited for news of their loved ones. 


The men had been buried alive in the collapsed mine 2,000 feet 
below ground in northern Chile. They spent 69 days mostly in a 
dark, small shelter – about the size of a one-room apartment – in 
sweltering 120°F temperatures.


The first couple of weeks were the most challenging for the trapped 
miners, as no one even knew whether they were alive. During this 
time, the miners had to survive on just two spoonfuls of tuna, half 
a biscuit and half a glass of milk every two days. 


One of the miners, Mario Sepulveda, told how he and his 32 trapped colleagues had to 
drink filthy water and had all but given up during the first weeks underground, when they 
were completely without contact with the outside world and feared rescuers had given up. 
“We heard nothing for 15 days and then for two days we heard drilling in the distance but it 
stopped. We felt for sure that they had given up on us.” Conditions were so tough the men 
joked darkly about eating each other. As their helmet lamps grew dim, the men – who had 
difficulty breathing and lost up to four stone each – wrote farewell letters to loved ones.


On August 22nd the rescuers’ drill finally broke through the ceiling of the miners’ shelter. The 
miners attached a message to send back to the rescuers, letting them know they were all 
alive. Soon after, the rescuers began sending the miners supplies through narrow plastic 
tubes including food, water and medicine. 


In the time it took to drill the escape shaft, the trapped miners alternated between sleeping, 
working, and playing cards and dominoes. In stifling heat and long eight-hour working shifts, 
the men helped with the rescue efforts, clearing away debris that fell into the tunnel from the 
drilling. The men also had to exercise regularly so they would be thin enough to squeeze into 
the small ‘Fenix 2’ capsule that would take them to the surface.
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When the first survivor was brought to the surface, some onlookers sobbed, others hugged 
each other, chanting the name of a proud country: “Chile! Chile! Chile!” In the nearby town of 
Copiapo, about 3,000 people gathered in the town square, and the exuberant crowd waved 
Chilean flags and cheered as cars drove around the square honking their horns. 


Chilean President Sebastian Pinera waited at the rescue shaft to greet and hug the men as 
they emerged. “Welcome to life,” President Pinera told Victor Segovia, the fifteenth miner 
out. It seemed no overstatement.


The last man out was a shift foreman named Luis Urzua who had enforced tight rations of 
their limited food and supplies before help could arrive. Immediately after his rescue, he said. 
“We had strength, we had spirit, we wanted to fight, we wanted to fight for our families, and 
that was the greatest thing.”  


The men all recovered after undergoing exhaustive tests in Copiapo hospital. President 
Pinera ordered an overhaul of safety regulations in the wake of the accident.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Miners Rescued 
from Chilean Mine’ by Jeffrey Brown.


The extract on the opposite page is an account of a rescue that appeared in a Victorian magazine, 
‘The Penny Review’.


Read the newspaper article ‘Miners Rescued from Chilean Mine’ in the separate Resource 
Material.


How does Jeffrey Brown try to show how hard it was for the trapped miners during their 
‘long ordeal underground’?


You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways he tries to show how hard it was for the trapped miners [10]


To answer the following questions you will need to read the account in ‘The Penny Review’ 
which is on the opposite page.


(a) What caused the coal mine to collapse?	  [1]


(b)	 What detail does the writer give that shows the rescue attempt never slowed or 
stopped? [1]


(c)	 What gave the rescuers hope that the miners were still alive? [1]


“In the first three paragraphs of the account, the writer gives the impression that the 
accident was so serious that the trapped miners would not be found alive.” 


How far do you agree with this statement? 


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    how he says it [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words what happened 
when news of the mining accidents became known. [4]


Both of these texts give an account of a mining rescue.


Compare:
     •    what the writers tell us about what happened on the day when the miners were
          rescued 
     •    how the writers try to show the drama of the day of the rescues	  [10]
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Miners Rescued from Chilean Mine
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When the first survivor was brought to the surface, some onlookers sobbed, others hugged 
each other, chanting the name of a proud country: “Chile! Chile! Chile!” In the nearby town of 
Copiapo, about 3,000 people gathered in the town square, and the exuberant crowd waved 
Chilean flags and cheered as cars drove around the square honking their horns. 


Chilean President Sebastian Pinera waited at the rescue shaft to greet and hug the men as 
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The last man out was a shift foreman named Luis Urzua who had enforced tight rations of 
their limited food and supplies before help could arrive. Immediately after his rescue, he said. 
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that was the greatest thing.”  
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Pinera ordered an overhaul of safety regulations in the wake of the accident.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Miners Rescued 
from Chilean Mine’ by Jeffrey Brown.


The extract on the opposite page is an account of a rescue that appeared in a Victorian magazine, 
‘The Penny Review’.


Read the newspaper article ‘Miners Rescued from Chilean Mine’ in the separate Resource 
Material.


(a)	 What was the nickname of the rescue capsule?	 [1]  


(b) 	 How did the miners let the rescuers know they were still alive?	  [1]


(c)	 Where were the men taken once they had been brought to the surface?	  [1]


How does Jeffrey Brown try to show how hard it was for the trapped miners during their 
‘long ordeal underground’?


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    his use of language, tone and structure  
•    other ways he tries to show how hard it was for the trapped miners	 [10]


To answer the following questions you will need to read the account in ‘The Penny Review’ 
which is on the opposite page.


(a) 	 What caused the coal mine to collapse?	  [1]


(b)	 What detail does the writer give that shows the rescue attempt never slowed or 
stopped? 	 [1]


(c)	 What gave the rescuers hope that the miners were still alive?	 [1]


“In the first three paragraphs of the account, the writer gives the impression that the 
accident was so serious that the trapped miners would not be found alive.” 


How far do you agree with this statement? 


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    how he says it	 [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words what happened 
when news of the mining accidents became known.	 [4]


Both of these texts give an account of a mining rescue.


Compare:
     •    what the writers tell us about what happened on the day when the miners were
          rescued 
     •    how the writers try to show the drama of the day of the rescues	  [10]
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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In Victorian times, mining accidents were frequent, often resulting in many 
deaths. However, this article, which appeared in a magazine called ‘The Penny 
Review’, tells of the successful rescue of eleven miners trapped in a collapsed 
mine.  


Extraordinary Rescue


On a Monday morning whilst the miners were in the coal mine underneath, a sudden 
collapse of the earth took place owing to the roof supports that were much too weak to 
support the enormous weight above. Eleven men were at work below and the tunnels 
were instantly filled with the falling earth and rock; consequently all hope of escape 
was cut off and the men’s lights extinguished by the violent blast of air that followed.  


The alarm was given and spread like wildfire through all the surrounding villages.
Thousands were seen rushing to the spot – fathers, mothers, wives and children – 
their dreadful cries adding to the misery of the scene. All work was suspended, all 
workmen assembling to offer assistance. The fate of the men buried in the mine was 
unknown: whether the collapse had buried them alive, or whether they could exist 
without food or fresh air until their rescue could be effected. 


It was agreed that the only hope of saving the men was driving a new hole through 
the earth, through the solid coal and into the farther end of the mine. This was work 
of great labour and difficulty as near 100 yards of solid coal needed to be cut through.  
Working gangs were formed and this frantic work was instantly commenced by men 
cutting away with their picks, others clearing away the coal – each man immediately 
having his place taken by fresh hands when he began to tire. The hole became a 
tunnel and day and night the work proceeded with increasing desperation, though 
hope of saving the men diminished with every day that passed. 


On the following Sunday morning, one week from the collapse, a rumour spread that 
the men working in the tunnel had heard sounds from within, like the distant tapping of 
hammers. All now was increased activity. All rescuers were now labouring with strong 
hopes of saving some of their fellow-miners. By the afternoon, voices could be heard 
and later that day the tunnel broke through to where the miners were trapped. The 
news was instantly communicated to the assembled crowd above and there was a 
joyous burst of feeling at this announcement. Ten men and one boy were found, alive 
indeed, but in the very last stage of exhaustion. It appeared that the trapped miners 
had taken a meal with them and had caught a little water in their caps, but this was 
their only sustenance during the time that they were trapped.


After a short interval, they were gradually brought out, enveloped in blankets, each 
carried to the surface by a sturdy miner. They were instantly put into coaches and 
conveyed to their homes. Following this extraordinary rescue, they all ultimately 
recovered.


Turn over.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Miners Rescued 
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The extract on the opposite page is an account of a rescue that appeared in a Victorian magazine, 
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which is on the opposite page.


“In the first three paragraphs of the account, the writer gives the impression that the 
accident was so serious that the trapped miners would not be found alive.” 


How far do you agree with this statement? 


You should comment on:
• what he says
• how he says it [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words what happened 
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cutting away with their picks, others clearing away the coal – each man immediately 
having his place taken by fresh hands when he began to tire. The hole became a 
tunnel and day and night the work proceeded with increasing desperation, though 
hope of saving the men diminished with every day that passed. 


On the following Sunday morning, one week from the collapse, a rumour spread that 
the men working in the tunnel had heard sounds from within, like the distant tapping of 
hammers. All now was increased activity. All rescuers were now labouring with strong 
hopes of saving some of their fellow-miners. By the afternoon, voices could be heard 
and later that day the tunnel broke through to where the miners were trapped. The 
news was instantly communicated to the assembled crowd above and there was a 
joyous burst of feeling at this announcement. Ten men and one boy were found, alive 
indeed, but in the very last stage of exhaustion. It appeared that the trapped miners 
had taken a meal with them and had caught a little water in their caps, but this was 
their only sustenance during the time that they were trapped.


After a short interval, they were gradually brought out, enveloped in blankets, each 
carried to the surface by a sturdy miner. They were instantly put into coaches and 
conveyed to their homes. Following this extraordinary rescue, they all ultimately 
recovered.


Turn over.
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Miners Rescued from Chilean Mine
On August 5th 2010 in the San Jose Mine in Chile, South America, 33 miners were trapped 
by a rock collapse deep underground. Nearly 70 days later rescuers began to bring the 
trapped miners one-by-one to the surface, ending their long ordeal underground. No one 
in history had been trapped underground for so long and survived. Jeffrey Brown reports.


In a flawless rescue operation, 33 miners who were trapped for more than two months deep 
beneath the Chilean earth were raised one by one through 600 metres of solid rock. They 
were brought to the surface in a rescue capsule nicknamed ‘Fenix 2’ through a 28-inch wide 
escape shaft that had taken two months to drill.  


Scenes of jubilation erupted every time a miner arrived at the surface of the San Jose Mine. 
As they emerged into the fresh air some cried, others prayed and wrapped their arms around 
their wives and children.  


When news of the mine collapse first became known, the mining company’s emergency 
squad had tried to enter the mine but after nine hours, returned shaken and empty-handed. 


The Chilean government then assembled its own rescue team to 
bring the men out. Meanwhile, many of the families set up a tent 
city near the mine entrance and called it ‘Camp Hope’ as they 
waited for news of their loved ones. 


The men had been buried alive in the collapsed mine 2,000 feet 
below ground in northern Chile. They spent 69 days mostly in a 
dark, small shelter – about the size of a one-room apartment – in 
sweltering 120°F temperatures.


The first couple of weeks were the most challenging for the trapped 
miners, as no one even knew whether they were alive. During this 
time, the miners had to survive on just two spoonfuls of tuna, half 
a biscuit and half a glass of milk every two days. 


One of the miners, Mario Sepulveda, told how he and his 32 trapped colleagues had to 
drink filthy water and had all but given up during the first weeks underground, when they 
were completely without contact with the outside world and feared rescuers had given up. 
“We heard nothing for 15 days and then for two days we heard drilling in the distance but it 
stopped. We felt for sure that they had given up on us.” Conditions were so tough the men 
joked darkly about eating each other. As their helmet lamps grew dim, the men – who had 
difficulty breathing and lost up to four stone each – wrote farewell letters to loved ones.


On August 22nd the rescuers’ drill finally broke through the ceiling of the miners’ shelter. The 
miners attached a message to send back to the rescuers, letting them know they were all 
alive. Soon after, the rescuers began sending the miners supplies through narrow plastic 
tubes including food, water and medicine. 


In the time it took to drill the escape shaft, the trapped miners alternated between sleeping, 
working, and playing cards and dominoes. In stifling heat and long eight-hour working shifts, 
the men helped with the rescue efforts, clearing away debris that fell into the tunnel from the 
drilling. The men also had to exercise regularly so they would be thin enough to squeeze into 
the small ‘Fenix 2’ capsule that would take them to the surface.
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When the first survivor was brought to the surface, some onlookers sobbed, others hugged 
each other, chanting the name of a proud country: “Chile! Chile! Chile!” In the nearby town of 
Copiapo, about 3,000 people gathered in the town square, and the exuberant crowd waved 
Chilean flags and cheered as cars drove around the square honking their horns. 


Chilean President Sebastian Pinera waited at the rescue shaft to greet and hug the men as 
they emerged. “Welcome to life,” President Pinera told Victor Segovia, the fifteenth miner 
out. It seemed no overstatement.


The last man out was a shift foreman named Luis Urzua who had enforced tight rations of 
their limited food and supplies before help could arrive. Immediately after his rescue, he said. 
“We had strength, we had spirit, we wanted to fight, we wanted to fight for our families, and 
that was the greatest thing.”  


The men all recovered after undergoing exhaustive tests in Copiapo hospital. President 
Pinera ordered an overhaul of safety regulations in the wake of the accident.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Miners Rescued 
from Chilean Mine’ by Jeffrey Brown.


The extract on the opposite page is an account of a rescue that appeared in a Victorian magazine, 
‘The Penny Review’.


Read the newspaper article ‘Miners Rescued from Chilean Mine’ in the separate Resource 
Material.


(a)	 What was the nickname of the rescue capsule? [1]  


(b) How did the miners let the rescuers know they were still alive?  [1]


(c)	 Where were the men taken once they had been brought to the surface?  [1]


How does Jeffrey Brown try to show how hard it was for the trapped miners during their 
‘long ordeal underground’?


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    his use of language, tone and structure  
•    other ways he tries to show how hard it was for the trapped miners	 [10]


To answer the following questions you will need to read the account in ‘The Penny Review’ 
which is on the opposite page.


(a) What caused the coal mine to collapse?	  [1]


(b)	 What detail does the writer give that shows the rescue attempt never slowed or 
stopped? [1]


(c)	 What gave the rescuers hope that the miners were still alive? [1]


“In the first three paragraphs of 


e 


account, the writer gives the impression that the 
accident was so serious that the t ed miners would not be found alive.” 


How far do you agree with this statement? 


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    how he says it [10]


You must refer to the text to support your comments.


Both of these texts give an account of a mining rescue.


Compare:
• what the writers tell us about what happened on the day when the miners were


rescued
• how the writers try to show the drama of the day of the rescues  [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 6


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.
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In Victorian times, mining accidents were frequent, often resulting in many 
deaths. However, this article, which appeared in a magazine called ‘The Penny 
Review’, tells of the successful rescue of eleven miners trapped in a collapsed 
mine.  


Extraordinary Rescue


On a Monday morning whilst the miners were in the coal mine underneath, a sudden 
collapse of the earth took place owing to the roof supports that were much too weak to 
support the enormous weight above. Eleven men were at work below and the tunnels 
were instantly filled with the falling earth and rock; consequently all hope of escape 
was cut off and the men’s lights extinguished by the violent blast of air that followed.  


The alarm was given and spread like wildfire through all the surrounding villages.
Thousands were seen rushing to the spot – fathers, mothers, wives and children – 
their dreadful cries adding to the misery of the scene. All work was suspended, all 
workmen assembling to offer assistance. The fate of the men buried in the mine was 
unknown: whether the collapse had buried them alive, or whether they could exist 
without food or fresh air until their rescue could be effected. 


It was agreed that the only hope of saving the men was driving a new hole through 
the earth, through the solid coal and into the farther end of the mine. This was work 
of great labour and difficulty as near 100 yards of solid coal needed to be cut through.  
Working gangs were formed and this frantic work was instantly commenced by men 
cutting away with their picks, others clearing away the coal – each man immediately 
having his place taken by fresh hands when he began to tire. The hole became a 
tunnel and day and night the work proceeded with increasing desperation, though 
hope of saving the men diminished with every day that passed. 


On the following Sunday morning, one week from the collapse, a rumour spread that 
the men working in the tunnel had heard sounds from within, like the distant tapping of 
hammers. All now was increased activity. All rescuers were now labouring with strong 
hopes of saving some of their fellow-miners. By the afternoon, voices could be heard 
and later that day the tunnel broke through to where the miners were trapped. The 
news was instantly communicated to the assembled crowd above and there was a 
joyous burst of feeling at this announcement. Ten men and one boy were found, alive 
indeed, but in the very last stage of exhaustion. It appeared that the trapped miners 
had taken a meal with them and had caught a little water in their caps, but this was 
their only sustenance during the time that they were trapped.


After a short interval, they were gradually brought out, enveloped in blankets, each 
carried to the surface by a sturdy miner. They were instantly put into coaches and 
conveyed to their homes. Following this extraordinary rescue, they all ultimately 
recovered.


Turn over.
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Miners Rescued from Chilean Mine
On August 5th 2010 in the San Jose Mine in Chile, South America, 33 miners were trapped 
by a rock collapse deep underground. Nearly 70 days later rescuers began to bring the 
trapped miners one-by-one to the surface, ending their long ordeal underground. No one 
in history had been trapped underground for so long and survived. Jeffrey Brown reports.


In a flawless rescue operation, 33 miners who were trapped for more than two months deep 
beneath the Chilean earth were raised one by one through 600 metres of solid rock. They 
were brought to the surface in a rescue capsule nicknamed ‘Fenix 2’ through a 28-inch wide 
escape shaft that had taken two months to drill.  


Scenes of jubilation erupted every time a miner arrived at the surface of the San Jose Mine. 
As they emerged into the fresh air some cried, others prayed and wrapped their arms around 
their wives and children.  


When news of the mine collapse first became known, the mining company’s emergency 
squad had tried to enter the mine but after nine hours, returned shaken and empty-handed. 


The Chilean government then assembled its own rescue team to 
bring the men out. Meanwhile, many of the families set up a tent 
city near the mine entrance and called it ‘Camp Hope’ as they 
waited for news of their loved ones. 


The men had been buried alive in the collapsed mine 2,000 feet 
below ground in northern Chile. They spent 69 days mostly in a 
dark, small shelter – about the size of a one-room apartment – in 
sweltering 120°F temperatures.


The first couple of weeks were the most challenging for the trapped 
miners, as no one even knew whether they were alive. During this 
time, the miners had to survive on just two spoonfuls of tuna, half 
a biscuit and half a glass of milk every two days. 


One of the miners, Mario Sepulveda, told how he and his 32 trapped colleagues had to 
drink filthy water and had all but given up during the first weeks underground, when they 
were completely without contact with the outside world and feared rescuers had given up. 
“We heard nothing for 15 days and then for two days we heard drilling in the distance but it 
stopped. We felt for sure that they had given up on us.” Conditions were so tough the men 
joked darkly about eating each other. As their helmet lamps grew dim, the men – who had 
difficulty breathing and lost up to four stone each – wrote farewell letters to loved ones.


On August 22nd the rescuers’ drill finally broke through the ceiling of the miners’ shelter. The 
miners attached a message to send back to the rescuers, letting them know they were all 
alive. Soon after, the rescuers began sending the miners supplies through narrow plastic 
tubes including food, water and medicine. 


In the time it took to drill the escape shaft, the trapped miners alternated between sleeping, 
working, and playing cards and dominoes. In stifling heat and long eight-hour working shifts, 
the men helped with the rescue efforts, clearing away debris that fell into the tunnel from the 
drilling. The men also had to exercise regularly so they would be thin enough to squeeze into 
the small ‘Fenix 2’ capsule that would take them to the surface.
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When the first survivor was brought to the surface, some onlookers sobbed, others hugged 
each other, chanting the name of a proud country: “Chile! Chile! Chile!” In the nearby town of 
Copiapo, about 3,000 people gathered in the town square, and the exuberant crowd waved 
Chilean flags and cheered as cars drove around the square honking their horns. 


Chilean President Sebastian Pinera waited at the rescue shaft to greet and hug the men as 
they emerged. “Welcome to life,” President Pinera told Victor Segovia, the fifteenth miner 
out. It seemed no overstatement.


The last man out was a shift foreman named Luis Urzua who had enforced tight rations of 
their limited food and supplies before help could arrive. Immediately after his rescue, he said. 
“We had strength, we had spirit, we wanted to fight, we wanted to fight for our families, and 
that was the greatest thing.”  


The men all recovered after undergoing exhaustive tests in Copiapo hospital. President 
Pinera ordered an overhaul of safety regulations in the wake of the accident.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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SECTION B: 40 marks


Answer Question                   and Question                  .


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.


For each question, 12 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 8 marks are 
awarded for vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.


Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.


You should aim to write about 300-400 words for each task.


Write a review for a teenage magazine of a book, film or TV programme/series you have 
enjoyed in the last year and why it might appeal to others of your age.


Write your review.	 [20]


Your headteacher has decided that there should not be an end of year celebration such 
as a school prom or party. The headteacher believes it would just be an excuse for 
students to show off in an expensive way.  


Write a letter to your headteacher giving your opinion on this. 	 [20]


The space below can be used to plan your work.


END OF PAPER


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Section A: 40 marks 


Read the newspaper article 'Miners Rescued from Chilean Mine' in the 
separate Resource Material. 


(a) What was the nickname of the rescue capsule?  [1] 


(b) How did the miners let the rescuers know they were still alive? [1] 


(c) Where were the men taken once they had been brought to the surface?
[1] 


  (AO1 1a) 


  This question tests the ability to identify explicit information. 


  Award one mark for each correct response in (a), (b) and (c). 


(a) Fenix 2 (1)


(b) By attaching a message to the drill (1)


(c) Copiapo hospital (1)


1 1 
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 How does Jeffrey Brown try to show how hard it was for the trapped miners  
 during their 'long ordeal underground'? 


 
You should comment on: 
• what he says 
• his use of language, tone and structure 
• other ways he tries to show how hard it was for the trapped miners   [10] 


 
(AO2 1a, b, c and d) 


 
This question tests the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 
language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support their views. 


 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


 
Give 1-2 marks to those who simply identify some details about how hard it was 
for the miners, with one or two examples from the text. Responses are likely to be 
brief and limited and may lack clarity/precision. Responses may also struggle to 
engage with the text and/or the question. 


 
Give 3-4 marks to those who select some relevant details and give straightforward 
comments and/or explanations about how the writer shows how hard it was for the 
miners. Coverage and comment across the whole text may be limited and there 
may be some imprecision / lack of clarity. These responses may simply identify 
subject terminology. 


 
Give 5-6 marks to those who explain how the examples used in the text show  
how hard it was for the miners and begin to show how aspects such as language, 
tone and structure are used to achieve effects and influence the reader. These 
responses may begin to use relevant subject terminology accurately to support 
their comments, where appropriate. 


 
Give 7-8 marks to those who make accurate comments about how a good range 
of different examples from the text create a clear picture of how hard it was for the 
miners and begin to analyse how aspects such as language and structure are 
used to achieve effects and influence the reader.  Relevant subject terminology is 
used accurately to support comments effectively, where appropriate.  


 
Give 9-10 marks to those who make accurate and perceptive comments about a 
wide range of different examples from the text to influence readers’ views of how 
hard it was for the miners. Responses will provide detailed analysis of how 
aspects such as language and structure are used to achieve effects and influence 
the reader.  Well-considered, accurate use of relevant subject terminology 
supports comments effectively, where appropriate. 


 
  


1 2 
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Details that candidates may explore or comment on could be: 
 
• he begins by saying how the men behaved when they were rescued – they 


cried, prayed and hugged their relatives – to show their relief 
• he tells us they were trapped for 69 days – the introduction tells us no-one 


had ever been trapped underground for so long and survived 
• he tells us about the physical conditions the men had to cope with: 


o the darkness 
o the confinement in a small space 
o the heat 


• the men never knew if anyone thought they might be alive 
• they had to survive on very little food 
• the water they drank was filthy 
• after the first two weeks they thought any rescue attempt had been 


abandoned 
• they almost gave up hope and wrote farewell letters 
• they thought they might have to eat each other 
• the men had breathing difficulties and lost weight 
• they worked eight-hour shifts, clearing away debris from the drilling 
• they had to exercise regularly 
• the tone is factual, unemotional 
• the writer uses a first-hand account of a miner to show the extreme hardships 


the men faced 
• structure is chronological – paragraphs focus on specific hardships endured 


by the men 
• reward good exploration and comment on the writer’s use of language choice, 


facts, statistics etc. to emphasise the miners’ hardships 
 


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 
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To answer the following questions you will need to read the account in 'The 
Penny Review' magazine. 


 
 (a) What caused the coal mine to collapse?   [1] 
 


(b) What detail does the writer give that shows the rescue attempt never 
slowed or stopped? [1] 


 
(c) What gave the rescuers hope that the miners were still alive? [1] 


 
(AO1 1a, b, c, d) 


 
This question tests the ability to identify and interpret explicit and implicit 
information and ideas. 


 
Award one mark for a correct response: 


 
(a) The roof supports were too weak to support the heavy mass above (1) 


 
(b) When a man began to tire, another immediately took his place (1) or The 


work proceeded day and night (1) or All now was increased activity (1) 
 


(c) They heard a distant tapping of hammers (1) or the rescuers could hear 
voices (1) or heard sounds from within 


  


1 3 
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“In the first three paragraphs of the account, the writer gives the 
 impression that the accident was so serious that the trapped miners would 
not be found alive.” 


How far do you agree with this statement?  [10] 


You should comment on: 
• what he says
• how he says it


You must refer to the text to support your comments. 


(AO4) 


This question tests the ability to evaluate texts critically and support this with 
appropriate textual references. 


Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


Give 1-2 marks to those who select some basic textual reference to support their 
viewpoint but struggle to engage with the text and/or the question. Responses in 
this band may be brief and limited.  


Give 3-4 marks to those who give a few relevant details from the text to support 
their viewpoint, although coverage of all three paragraphs may be limited. These 
responses will show some exploration of the writer’s account.  


Give 5-6 marks to those who give an evaluation of the text supported by a range 
of relevant details from the three paragraphs. These responses will show some 
critical exploration of the writer’s account.  


Give 7-8 marks to those who give a detailed, critical evaluation of the text and its 
effects, supported by a good range of well-selected textual references. They will 
show critical awareness and detailed evaluation of the writer’s account.  


Give 9-10 marks to those who give a detailed and persuasive evaluation of the 
text and its effects, supported by convincing, well-selected examples and 
purposeful textual references.  These responses will show engagement and 
involvement, where candidates take an overview to make perceptive comments 
and evaluation of the writer’s account.  


1 4 
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Details that candidates may respond to, in terms of evaluating the statement, 
could include: 


 
• he explains clearly the circumstances that led to the mine collapse – the 


support bearings weakened by the weight above 
• falling earth cut off “all hope of escape” 
• the speed of the collapse meant the miners were in total darkness 
• the news of the collapse: 'spread like wildfire' - explains clearly the 


seriousness of the accident and the impact on the community – 'thousands' 
rushed to the mine 


• he captures the ensuing panic of the relatives as they hear of the accident –
'their dreadful cries adding to the misery of the scene' 


• all work stopped immediately and other miners wanted to help in a rescue 
attempt 


• no-one knew whether the miners might have survived – or could survive if the 
collapse had not already killed them – “The fate of the men … was unknown” 


• the plan to rescue them involved digging a new hole/tunnel to get to the men 
– this was 'the only hope of saving the men' 


• it would be difficult because it meant digging through 100 yards of solid coal 
• the attempt to rescue the men continued with 'increased desperation' 
• hope of saving the men 'diminished with every day that passed' 
• reward exploration of writer’s use of language – ‘only hope’; ‘solid coal’; 


‘frantic work’ etc. which emphasise the seriousness of the situation 
 


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 
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To answer the following questions you must use both texts. 


Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words what 
happened when news of the mining accidents became known.  [4] 


(AO1 2a and b) 


This question tests the ability to select and synthesise evidence from different 
texts 


Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


Give 1 mark to those who struggle to offer a relevant detail from each of the 
texts / select a relevant detail from one text only.   


Give 2 marks to those who select at least a relevant detail from each of the 
texts. 


Give 3 marks to those who select relevant details from both texts. 


Give 4 marks to those who synthesise and provide a good range of relevant 
details from both texts.  


Details that candidates may select, explore or respond to could be: 


The Penny Review Magazine 


• alarm given and news of the accident ‘spread like wildfire’ in the area
• thousands rushed to the spot – people crying, adding to the misery of the


scene
• work stopped and workers wanted to help in the rescue attempt
• they decided to dig a hole to save the men


Newspaper article 


• a special operations emergency squad tried to get into the mine – but failed
• the government assembled a rescue team
• the miners' families set up 'Camp Hope' near the mine entrance


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. 
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 


1 5 
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Both of these texts give an account of a mining rescue. 


Compare: 
• what the writers tell us about what happened on the day when the


miners were rescued
• how the writers try to show the drama of the day of the rescues [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which 
text you are referring to. 


(AO3) 


This question tests the ability to compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as 
well as how these are conveyed, across the two texts. 


Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


Give 1-2 marks to those who identify a basic similarity and/or difference about 
what happened on the day the miners were rescued. Marks in this band may 
only deal with one text or not make it clear to which text is being referred.  


Give 3-4 marks to those who identify and give a straightforward description of 
some of the main similarities and differences about what happened on the day 
the miners were rescued and/or make some simple comments on how the 
writers show the drama of the rescue day. 


Give 5-6 marks to those who identify similarities and differences about what 
happened on the day the miners were rescued and make some appropriate 
comments on how the writers show the drama of the rescue day. 


Give 7-8 marks to those who make detailed comparisons about what 
happened on the day the miners were rescued, with valid comments on how 
the writers show the drama of the day.  


Give 9-10 marks to those who make sustained and detailed comparisons 
about what happened on the day the miners were rescued, showing clear 
understanding of how the writers convey the drama of the rescue day. 


1 6 
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Details candidates may explore or comment on could be: 
 
What the writers tell us of the day when the miners were rescued 
 
The Penny Review Magazine 
• the rescuers heard sounds like the tapping of hammers 
• later, voices could be heard and later the tunnel broke through to the 


miners 
• a crowd assembled at the mine, waiting for news 
• the miners were all found alive but in the last stages of exhaustion 
• they were carried out by the rescuers, wrapped in blankets and taken 


home 
 


Newspaper article 
• the miners were brought to the surface, one by one, in a rescue capsule 


called 'Fenix 2' 
• at the mine there were “scenes of jubilation” 
• the rescued men cried, prayed and hugged their waiting families 
• people gathered in the nearby town, waving flags and honking car horns 
• the men were sent to Copiapo hospital for recovery and tests 


 
How the writers try to show the drama of the day of the rescues 
 
The Penny Review Magazine 
• the way hope of saving the miners increased during Sunday – writer talks 


of the way a 'rumour spread'  
• the writer emphasises the increase in the efforts to save the men as a 


result of hearing sounds – 'All now was increased activity' 
• the description of the outpouring of relief from the crowd - 'a joyous burst 


of feeling' 
• the fact that the miners were 'in the very last stage of exhaustion' - the 


writer explains they had survived with little food or water during the week 
• it is described as an “extraordinary rescue” 


 
Newspaper article 
• the writer describes in detail how onlookers and people in the towns were 


affected by the rescue – 'sobbed', 'hugged each other', chanted 'Chile' 
over and over, waved flags etc. 


• the Chilean President greeted the miners, saying ‘Welcome to life’, 
emphasising their freedom 


• he includes the emotional words of the last man out 
• the second photograph shows the emotion of those involved in the rescue 


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 
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  +      Transactional / Persuasive Writing 
 


 Communication and organisation 
12 marks 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and 
punctuation 


8 marks 


Band 5 11-12 marks 
• shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and 


format of the task 
• shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• appropriate register is confidently adapted to 


purpose / audience 
• content is ambitious, pertinent and sophisticated 
• ideas are convincingly developed and supported by a range 


of relevant details 
• there is sophistication in the shape and structure of the writing 
• communication has ambition and sophistication 


8 marks 
• there is appropriate and effective 


variation of sentence structures 
• virtually all sentence construction is 


controlled and accurate 
• a range of punctuation is used 


confidently and accurately 
• virtually all spelling, including that of 


complex irregular words, is correct 
• control of tense and agreement is totally 


secure 
• a wide range of appropriate, ambitious 


vocabulary is used to create effect or 
convey precise meaning 


Band 4 8-10 marks 
• shows consistent understanding of the purpose and format 


of the task 
• shows secure awareness of the reader/intended audience 
• register is appropriately and consistently 


adapted to purpose/audience 
• content is well-judged and detailed 
• ideas are organised and coherently developed with 


supporting detail 
• there is clear shape and structure in the writing 


(paragraphs are used effectively to give sequence and 
organisation) 


• communication has clarity, fluency and some ambition 


6-7 marks 
• sentence structure is varied to 


achieve particular effects 
• control of sentence construction is secure 
• a range of punctuation is used 


accurately 
• spelling, including that of irregular words, 


is secure 
• control of tense and agreement is secure 
• vocabulary is ambitious and used with 


precision 


Band 3 5-7 marks 
• shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of 


the task 
• shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• register is appropriately adapted to purpose / audience 
• content is developed and appropriate reasons are given 


in support of opinions / ideas 
• ideas are organised into coherent arguments 
• there is some shape and structure in the writing 


(paragraphs are used to give sequence and organisation) 
• communication has clarity and fluency 


4-5 marks 
• there is variety in sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is mostly 


secure 
• a range of punctuation is used, mostly 


accurately 
• most spelling, including that of 


irregular words, is correct 
• control of tense and agreement is mostly 


secure 
• vocabulary is beginning to develop and is 


used with some precision 


Band 2 3-4 marks 
• shows some awareness of the purpose and format of the task 
• shows awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• a clear attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience 
• some reasons are given in support of opinions and ideas 
• limited development of ideas 
• some sequencing of ideas into paragraphs 


(structure / direction may be uncertain) 
• communication has some clarity and fluency 


2-3 marks 
• some variety of sentence structure 
• there is some control of sentence 


construction 
• some control of a range of punctuation 
• the spelling is usually accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is 


generally secure 
• there is some range of vocabulary 


Band 1 1-2 marks 
• basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task 
• some basic awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• some attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience 


(e.g. degree of formality) 
• some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic 
• content may be thin and brief 
• simple sequencing of ideas (paragraphs may be used to 


show obvious divisions or group ideas into some order) 
• there is some basic clarity but communication of meaning 


is limited 


1 mark 
• limited range of sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is limited 
• there is some attempt to use 


punctuation 
• some spelling is accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is limited 
• limited range of vocabulary 


 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 


2 1 
 


2 2 
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Question 2 1 - Additional task-specific guidance 


 
Successful answers may include some of the following features: 
 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
 
• there is a clear understanding of the purpose of the task – to give information and opinion 
• there is a clear sense of engagement with the intended audience – this may be through 


devices such as asides, statements, questions, direct address that give a distinctive voice to 
the review and establish an effective reader-writer relationship 


• the review has a clear and coherent approach and viewpoint, for example, perhaps looking in 
detail at particular aspects of the book, film, TV programme/series 


• there are a range of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and give substance to 
opinions; this could include, for example, reference to the impact of key events, characters 
and plot development 


• there is a logical structure and direction to the review, within which opinions and relevant 
details are pursued effectively and clearly to give substance to the writing 


• the review has a clarity of opinion and gives some detailed reasons why the book, film or TV 
programme/series may have appeal to other teenagers 


• the review is a sufficiently detailed and developed response  
 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
 
• expression is clear, fluent and controlled (the best responses will show ambition and 


sophistication in expression as well as a high degree of accuracy)  
• there are few, if any, errors (no more than a sprinkling of mistakes) 
• tenses are consistent 
• vocabulary is used precisely and appropriately to convey meaning 
• punctuation is used accurately and appropriately (and unobtrusively) 


 
 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features:  
 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
 
• the content is thin and/or brief 
• the content lacks substance and range 
• there is limited or uncertain sense of purpose, for example ignoring or misunderstanding the 


requirement for a review 
• limited awareness of, or focus on, the intended audience 
• content details are thin or generalised, with only limited sense of developing the points 


raised 
• limited development or clarity of opinions, with perhaps a tendency to simple assertion 
• a weak or limited structure to the review that lacks a clear sense of direction and 


development 
 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
 
• expression/phrasing lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited)  
• errors are basic and/or numerous 
• tenses may be inconsistent 
• vocabulary is limited or used inappropriately 
• meaning is not always clear or precise  


Write a review for a teenage magazine of a book, film or TV programme/series you have 
enjoyed in the last year and why it might appeal to others of your age. 
 
Write your review. 












13 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


  +      Transactional / Persuasive Writing 
 


 Communication and organisation 
12 marks 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and 
punctuation 


8 marks 


Band 5 11-12 marks 
• shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and 


format of the task 
• shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• appropriate register is confidently adapted to 


purpose / audience 
• content is ambitious, pertinent and sophisticated 
• ideas are convincingly developed and supported by a range 


of relevant details 
• there is sophistication in the shape and structure of the writing 
• communication has ambition and sophistication 


8 marks 
• there is appropriate and effective 


variation of sentence structures 
• virtually all sentence construction is 


controlled and accurate 
• a range of punctuation is used 


confidently and accurately 
• virtually all spelling, including that of 


complex irregular words, is correct 
• control of tense and agreement is totally 


secure 
• a wide range of appropriate, ambitious 


vocabulary is used to create effect or 
convey precise meaning 


Band 4 8-10 marks 
• shows consistent understanding of the purpose and format 


of the task 
• shows secure awareness of the reader/intended audience 
• register is appropriately and consistently 


adapted to purpose/audience 
• content is well-judged and detailed 
• ideas are organised and coherently developed with 


supporting detail 
• there is clear shape and structure in the writing 


(paragraphs are used effectively to give sequence and 
organisation) 


• communication has clarity, fluency and some ambition 


6-7 marks 
• sentence structure is varied to 


achieve particular effects 
• control of sentence construction is secure 
• a range of punctuation is used 


accurately 
• spelling, including that of irregular words, 


is secure 
• control of tense and agreement is secure 
• vocabulary is ambitious and used with 


precision 


Band 3 5-7 marks 
• shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of 


the task 
• shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• register is appropriately adapted to purpose / audience 
• content is developed and appropriate reasons are given 


in support of opinions / ideas 
• ideas are organised into coherent arguments 
• there is some shape and structure in the writing 


(paragraphs are used to give sequence and organisation) 
• communication has clarity and fluency 


4-5 marks 
• there is variety in sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is mostly 


secure 
• a range of punctuation is used, mostly 


accurately 
• most spelling, including that of 


irregular words, is correct 
• control of tense and agreement is mostly 


secure 
• vocabulary is beginning to develop and is 


used with some precision 


Band 2 3-4 marks 
• shows some awareness of the purpose and format of the task 
• shows awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• a clear attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience 
• some reasons are given in support of opinions and ideas 
• limited development of ideas 
• some sequencing of ideas into paragraphs 


(structure / direction may be uncertain) 
• communication has some clarity and fluency 


2-3 marks 
• some variety of sentence structure 
• there is some control of sentence 


construction 
• some control of a range of punctuation 
• the spelling is usually accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is 


generally secure 
• there is some range of vocabulary 


Band 1 1-2 marks 
• basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task 
• some basic awareness of the reader / intended audience 
• some attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience 


(e.g. degree of formality) 
• some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic 
• content may be thin and brief 
• simple sequencing of ideas (paragraphs may be used to 


show obvious divisions or group ideas into some order) 
• there is some basic clarity but communication of meaning 


is limited 


1 mark 
• limited range of sentence structure 
• control of sentence construction is limited 
• there is some attempt to use 


punctuation 
• some spelling is accurate 
• control of tense and agreement is limited 
• limited range of vocabulary 


 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 


2 1 
 


2 2 
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Question 2 2 - Additional task-specific guidance 


 
Successful answers may include some of the following features: 
 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
 
• there is a sustained sense of register and purpose, which meets the requirement of a formal 


letter 
• there is a clear understanding of layout and of letter conventions 
• there is a clear understanding of the intended audience and the reader-writer relationship 
• there is a clear and coherent approach and viewpoint where a number of arguments are 


presented and developed persuasively 
• the response has a logical structure within which the arguments are presented clearly and 


convincingly 
• paragraphs are used to effectively structure the response and give direction to the overall 


argument 
• the response uses a range of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and give 


substance to the opinions and points of view expressed  
• the letter is a sufficiently detailed and developed response  
 
Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
 
• expression is clear, fluent and controlled (the best responses will show ambition and 


sophistication in expression as well as a high degree of accuracy)  
• there are few, if any, errors (no more than a sprinkling of mistakes) 
• tenses are consistent 
• vocabulary is used precisely and appropriately to convey meaning 
• punctuation is used accurately and appropriately (and unobtrusively) 


 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features:  
 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
 
• the content is thin and/or brief 
• there is a limited or uncertain sense of register and purpose  
• layout and letter conventions may be insecure or ignored 
• there may be a limited sense of the intended audience or of an appropriate reader-writer 


relationship 
• the range of points raised in support of the writer’s opinion may be limited, unconvincing or 


lacking in development, with perhaps a tendency to simple assertion 
• specific examples given in support of an argument may be limited or unconvincing 
• viewpoint/opinion may not be sustained consistently 
• there may be a limited or uncertain structure to the letter 


 
Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
 
• expression/phrasing lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited)  
• errors are basic and/or numerous 
• tenses may be inconsistent 
• vocabulary is limited or used inappropriately 
• meaning is not always clear or precise  


Your headteacher has decided that there should not be an end of year celebration such 
as a school prom or party.  The headteacher believes it would just be an excuse for 
students to show off in an expensive way. 
 
Write a letter to your headteacher giving your opinion on this. 
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Includes a good range of relevant detail.
Some exploration of writer's technique.
Perceptive / detailed.
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Just into Band 2. 
Limited coverage - a little relevant selection.
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Just into Band 4?
Good range of relevant details - some comment. 6/7 7
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Textual details support some appropriate evaluation. 6
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Some limited exploration of the statement. 3




















Well-selected textual support with a range of comments. 8







































Good selection of detail. 4












Some detail from each text. 3












Gives a detail from each text. 2
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Some relevant details - only focused on the first bullet point. 4
















Good focus and response to the bullet points.
Valid comments on the writers' methods.
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Valid comments on writers' methods. 7
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Clear understanding of purpose.
Some range and development of content.
Quite a few basic errors and occasional awkwardness.
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Sustained awareness of the intended audience.
Confident and assured writing.
Expression has some ambition.
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Consistent understanding of purpose and of the intended audience. 
Content is quite detailed.
Some errors but a decent level of control overall.
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Clear awareness of intended audience.
Points to support opinions have some development.
Sentence structure is varied with some control.
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Good understanding of purpose and of the intended reader. 
Content is detailed with points to support opinion well developed. (9/10)
Secure control / few errors.
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Shows understanding of purpose.
Some shape and structure.
Some uneven control.


5+3 8



oatlem

Line



oatlem

Line



oatlem

Line



oatlem

Line



oatlem

Line



oatlem

Line



oatlem

Line











